
 

Pioneer Cabin Program 

 

Greetings from 1838! 

This spring take your students on a field trip to 19th century Michigan.  Spend a day with Ma and Pa Merrill at 

Pioneer Cabin.  You and your students will make life-long memories while also covering several of Michigan's 

Grade Level Content Expectations.  This living history educational program is typically 5 hours long and is 

taught by two first person reenactors, who will portray Harlow "Pa" and Ada "Ma" Merrill, the first 

homesteaders in the local township.  

 

Your trip to Pioneer Cabin begins by walking back in time along the time trail.  The Merrills greet the group 

and invite them to their 19th century furnished frontier cabin.  Pa and Ma ask the group to help with 

chores.  Your students will use common period tools, help take care of the house and prepare lunch.  Lunch 

consists of stew, apple sauce, corn bread, homemade butter and water.  

                  

                         Ma Serving Lunch.                                                     Ma’s kitchen inside Pioneer Cabin. 



They will also make a candle, watch a soap-making demonstration, and see how Michigan pioneers would have 

preserved food in a smoke oven and a root cellar.  Throughout the day, Ma and Pa will discuss their journey to 

Michigan, their reliance on natural world and the development of the local government.  

         

                    Helping Pa cut logs for firewood.                                              Making applesauce. 

Pre and post activities are available.  This includes Harlow Merrill's Diary, a historical fictional account of a 

families journey to Michigan and establishing a homestead.  The diary was written to enhance the students' 

experience visiting the Pioneer Cabin. 

The Pioneer Cabin staff will be portraying Harlow and Ada Merrill, the first homesteaders in Johnstown 

Township. We will be firmly in character, in the year 1838. The overall effectiveness of first-person living 

history will be enhanced if you and your chaperones go along with our reenactment and do not encourage the 

students to doubt our portrayal. 

          

                         Preparing the fields for planting.                                                Making candles. 

The cost is $15.00 / person with a $300 minimum.  Group size is limited to 30 people and one adult is 

free.  The cost includes lunch and several pioneer mementos, such as a candle and a bar of soap.  This 

program is perfect for second, third and fourth grades.  GLCS available upon request. 

For May 2014 openings, contact Matthew Santner, OEC Events Coordinator at  

oecevents@battle-creek.k12.mi.us or (269) 721-8161.  

For more information, check out our website at www.clearlakecamp.org/. 


